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repose the clear liquor is drawn off, and placed in iron pots,
beneath which a fire is kindled. The whole of the water
in time becomes expelled, and the heat is then increased
until the dry mass becomes fused. When cold the mass is
broken up, and put into air-tight casks, when it represents
the American potash of commerce, a very powerful alkali
rendered caustic by the addition of quicklime in the pro-
cess of manufacture.

The substance called pearl-ask is prepared by calcining
potashes until all the carbonaceous matter and sulphur are
expelled; the mass is then treated with water, and the
clear solution afterwards obtained is evaporated in shallow
iron pans. Towards the end of the operation the solidify-
ing mass is kept constantly stirred, by which means it
becomes broken up into granular lumps of a bluish-white
colour.

When crude potash is treated with a moderate quantity
of water, or about one and a half times its own weight,, and
a gentle heat applied, the most soluble product in the
impure mass is its carbonate of potash, and this, con-
sequently, becomes dissolved in the small bulk of water
applied, while the less soluble neutral salts with which the
crude article is contaminated remain at the bottom of the
iron vessel, and the clear liquor which floats on the surface
is a nearly pure solution of carbonate of potash.

If slaked lime be now added to the alkaline solution,
and this boiled for an hour or so, caustic potash is formed,
owing to the lime having taken up the carbonic acid with
which the potash was combined.

The solution of caustic potash is next evaporated until it
assumes a syrupy consistence, when it is poured on bright
metallic plates and is afterwards broken into lumps; it